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MORGAN HENSHAW  
The landscape and visual appraisal has been prepared by Hilary Morgan CMLI 
Principal of Morgan Henshaw. Morgan Henshaw is a Registered Landscape Practice 
and Hilary Morgan is a Chartered Landscape Architect with a wide range of 

professional experience based on over thirty years in the private sector. Her 
expertise covers all stages of landscape consultancy from feasibility, development 
planning, concept and detailed design to landscape implementation and aftercare. 
Hilary has particular experience of landscape and visual impact assessment. Her 
aim is to ensure that a holistic and balanced approach is employed during the 
decision making process in order that environmental impact of new development is 
minimized within sensitive landscapes.  
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1.0     INTRODUCTION  

  

  

In December 2015 Morgan Henshaw was commissioned by Mr Anthony Bush to 

undertake a landscape appraisal of a potential housing site in Tarrington,  

Herefordshire. The site is one of a number of sites that have been identified as part 

of The Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) process. Mr & Mrs Bush own Brook  

House Tarrington that is situated to the north east of the potential housing site (Site 

6). Although Brook House is not listed there are three Listed Buildings-the barn, the 

cart shed and the stables within the Brook House land curtilage. Brook House, its 

listed buildings and land abuts the north boundary of the potential housing site.  

  

The landscape & visual appraisal has been commissioned to determine:  

  

 An appropriate extent of development land for potential residential development to 

ensure minimum landscape and visual impact.  

  

 An appropriate extent of development land for potential residential development to 

safe guard the listed buildings within the Brook House land curtilage and to also safe 

guard the context of the listed structures.  

  

  

 The number and/or density of housing that can be accommodated within Site 6 to 

ensure minimum landscape and visual impact and if necessary propose landscape 

mitigation measures.  
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2.0  SCOPE  

  

  

The landscape appraisal has been prepared by Hilary Morgan CMLI Principal of  

Morgan Henshaw. A preliminary reconnaissance to site was made 21st December  

2015 between 10.00 and 13.00 and a more detailed site visit was made 2nd January 

2016 between 10.30 and 13.00. Both site visits were undertaken during poor 

weather conditions. A number of the photographs within this report were kindly 

supplied by Mr & Mrs Bush, who took the photographs on 21st December 2015 at 

around 15.00 and again 29th December at 10.35 when more suitable weather 

conditions prevailed. The landscape appraisal work was specific to understanding 

the relevant baseline information of the site and its landscape context and how this 

information will influence the location, form, scale and density of the subsequent 

housing development. The landscape appraisal is not a Landscape and Visual 

Impact assessment (LVIA). It is assumed that, if deemed necessary by the Local 

Planning Authority, an LVIA together with other environmental surveys will be 

prepared by the developer of the site as part of the planning application process.  

  

The following documents have been used to inform the landscape and visual 

appraisal:  

  

Landscape Comments on Three Potential Housing Sites in Tarrington Herefordshire. 
By Carly Tinkler CMLI. September 2015.  

  

Assessment of the Heritage Implications of the Draft Tarrington Neighbourhood Plan. 
By JME Conservation October 2015.  

  

The landscape comments prepared by Carly Tinkler in September 2015 suggested 

the following:  

  

“4.14….there is the issue of the prominence of the higher, northern part of the site in 
the wider landscape to the north. If development was located here, it could be visible 
on the skyline and, given the slope below and angles of view, it would be difficult to 
screen. Any built form should be kept back from the higher areas, and careful 
attention paid to the appropriateness and effectiveness of screen planting to mitigate 
if required. The dense, partly-coniferous woodland in the grounds of Tarrington Court 
would also act as a backdrop, and long sections would help to determine what height 
development would have to be in order not to break the skyline.”  

  

“4.16….The line between The Vine’s formal gardens and the paddock to the north 
would be  a logical limit to built form on the field to the west. Levels and visibility 
amongst other factors would determine how far it could extend to the east….”  

  

In response to the above the landscape and visual appraisal provides further 

evidence for the NDP in respect of Site 6 illustrating a sketch section and identifying, 

in diagrammatic form, the extent of the land that could be developed and the 

appropriate development density to minimize landscape and visual impact. It is 

emphasized that the information that is provided within the appraisal is in sketch 

form only as there has been no accurate measured survey data made available.  
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Where appropriate the landscape and visual appraisal is illustrated within figures that 

can be found within a separate A3 appendix document accompanying this report.  

  

3.0  SITE DESCRIPTION  

  

 3.1  GENERAL (FIGURE 1.0)  
Site 6 is located within the village of Tarrington south of the A438 between 

Ledbury to the east and Hereford to the west. The site comprises 1.6 

hectares of improved pasture and is situated to the south west of the main 

built up area of the village that is centred on the Parish Church. The site’s 

southern boundary is formed by a mature hedgerow along the edge of School 

Lane. The lane is the main vehicular access route through this part of 

Tarrington. Further buildings of the village can be found to the west of the site 

including The Vine and the former village school that is now the village hall. 

Tarrington is located on the north facing lower slopes of the river Frome 

valley side. The village is clustered around the Listed Parish Church of SS 

Phillip and James.   

 3.2  VIEWS  
The village and site 6 can be viewed from the north from along the A438, 

from Sparchell Cottage and Sparchell Farm and at distance further north from 

the A4103 Worcester/Hereford road. Closer views of the site can be gained 

from the PROW TR3 that crosses the site from north to south, from Brook 

House to the north, from The Vine in the west and from the Church View 

properties in the east. Intermittent views northwards towards the site can be 

gained from the field access gateway and through the hedgerow along 

School Lane. Parts of the site can also be gained from PROW TR10 to the 

south of and above the site as it crosses an arable field south of The Vine.  

 3.3  TOPOGRAPHY AND LANDFORM  
The land rises from approximately 75m AOD from the A438 north of the site 

to approximately 90m AOD at School Lane. Site 6 trends generally from the 

south at approximately 90m AOD to 85m AOD at the northern boundary 

where the site abuts the arable field on the lower slopes of the valley side. 

The landform reaches a small crest adjacent The Vine garden area before 

gently dropping to School Lane. From the crest of the hill the landform slopes 

eastwards towards a wooded stream valley between the site and Church 

View.  

  

 3.4  VEGETATION  
The site is bounded on all sides by hedgerows of varying form and species 

composition apart from the east boundary that is formed by a stream with 

woodland and understorey vegetation along its banks. The Vine boundary 

hedge that forms the site’s west boundary is more formal in nature with 

lengths of single plant species. The southern site boundary abuts School 

Lane and the hedgerow along this boundary is approximately 7m in height. 

The hedgerow is overgrown and comprises ash, holly, ivy and hawthorn. The 

northern boundary between the Brook House land and the site comprises a 

fence and replanted hedgerow with rough grassland. On the south side of 
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School Lane the Tarrington Court boundary vegetation is a mixture of 

hedgerow, conifers and deciduous trees along a 2m bank/wall. There is a 

stand of large poplar alongside the stream at the southeast corner of the 

Tarrington Court land curtilage. There are no trees or scrub vegetation within 

the main area of the site-the site is an area of improved pasture that is 

grazed by horses and hay cropped.  

 3.5  HISTORICAL CONTEXT  
The JME Conservation report describes the heritage assets of the village of 

Tarrington and it is not intended to repeat this information within this report. 

However reference to the 2nd Edition OS Map of c1900 is particularly relevant 

to the landscape appraisal. JME Conservation notes “the built form of the 

village and its associated open spaces and field boundaries recorded at that 

time, survive remarkably little changed today. It is also interesting because it 

records the widespread orchards and woodland, the surviving remnants of 

which make a particularly strong contribution to the local distinctiveness of 

Tarrington” The three individually listed buildings within the curtilage of Brook 

House land would have been closely associated with the orchards that once 
existed on the site. The historic buildings within Tarrington “were set within 

large plots, enclosed by mature planting and often separated by small fields 

or former cider orchards”-the site is one such area of former orchard and as 

such is an important field and green space of the village of Tarrington and the 

three listed buildings at Brook House.  

  

4.0  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL APPRAISAL  

  

 4.1  INTRODUCTION (FIGURES 2.0 & 3.0)  
Both the Carly Tinkler and JME conservation reports suggest possible areas 

for development on site 6 that reduces the visual, landscape and heritage 

impact of the potential development. It is not the intention of this appraisal to 

reassess these reports findings but build on the conclusions and illustrate 

how certain areas of the site may be developed.  

 4.2  LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL  
Figure 2.0 illustrates the landscape issues that are relevant to any future 

residential development proposal.  

SCHOOL LANE  

School Lane is a 3m wide minor road that winds it way through the village. 

Along the site frontage there is a mature hedgerow, which together with the 

road verges and Tarrington Court boundary, creates a quite specific country 

lane character. Any potential development proposal should retain as much as 

this hedgerow as possible so as to retain the rural character of School Lane.  

    WOODLAND BETWEEN THE SITE AND CHURCH VIEW  

A remnant woodland is located alongside the banks of a stream along the 

eastern edge of the site. Areas of this vegetation have been removed and 

there are intermittent westerly views of the site from a number of the Church 

View properties. Any potential development proposal should seek to 

replenish and strengthen this boundary to maintain a green corridor along the 

stream and provide an effective visual screen between the proposed 
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development and Church View. Without this screen westerly views from the 

Church View properties are likely to be adversely affected.  

  

WEST BOUNDARY  

The Vine garden boundary is a maintained hedgerow. Although The Vine 

property does not closely abut the site the garden is alongside the western 

site boundary. The eastern flanks of this locally significant property located 

on a prominent piece of land is sensitive to any potential development. 

Planting should be considered along this boundary to provide a buffer and 

visually strengthen the patchwork of village vegetation that has already 

established. This proposed planting would also assist the visual integration of 

any proposed development as seen within distant southerly views.  

  

PROW TR3  

The footpath that runs through the site from north to south is well used. Any 

potential development proposal may have a considerable adverse visual and 

physical impact on this footpath through Site 6.  

  

NORTH BOUNDARY  

The Brook House listed buildings are located within a fenced orchard that has 

extensive visual links to the potential development site. Any development 

proposal should seek to respect the integrity of these visual and historical 

links. New planting has been implemented along this boundary however due 

to the adjacent landform visual links will be maintained across Site 6 to the 

listed buildings.  

  

THE FIELD  

The site comprises a field of improved pasture that is crossed by a number of 

overhead lines and telegraph poles. The field slopes northwards from a crest 

and eastwards towards the stream. Any potential development should seek 

to integrate well with the existing landform and, as far as possible, site the 

buildings on the lower levels of the site below the crest of the field. Access to 

the potential development should be carefully considered to ensure that 

removal of the existing hedgerow alongside School Lane is kept to a 

minimum. It is predicted that this hedgerow will be adversely affected by the 

construction of the access road and vision splays.  

  

 4.3    VISUAL APPRAISAL  
Site 6 can be viewed at distance from both north and south and Figures 2.0 & 

3.0 illustrate this. Distant views can be obtained of Tarrington village on the 

lower River Frome north facing valley sides from points along the A4103 

Worcester Road and from footpaths at Garford Farm. Parts of the river valley 

are open and intensively farmed and the site can be viewed from within the 

valley. Site 6 can also be viewed from the south from the higher ground that 

extends to Tarrington Common. Five viewpoints were selected and 

photographs were taken to consider Site 6 and its context. A commentary 

has been made with respect to the predicted visual impact.  

  

 VIEW A: View southeast from the verge of the A4103 Worcester Road 

opposite the lay by (Figure 2.0).   

Tarrington village is located within the middle distance, nestling within trees 

within and around the village. Within the view Site 6 is to the right of the main 
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village on higher land that extends westwards. The higher land forms the 

lower slopes of the river valley’s north facing slopes. Potential development 

will be seen at distance. It is predicted that the rooflines will not break the 

skyline of this view. It is predicted that there may be a slight adverse affect to 

the view as the potential development will extend built elements into an open 

area of high land to the west of the village. If the development is sited below 

and beyond the rising ground of Site 6 and closer to the existing woodland on 

the east boundary, leaving the north facing slopes undeveloped, the visual 

impact is predicted to be negligible  

  

 VIEW B: View southeast from the Yarkhill Road (Figure 2.0).   

The high ground of Site 6 is clearly visible in the middle distance and centre 

of the view. The site is viewed above the Tarrington properties that are 

located alongside the A438. It is predicted that the rooflines will not break the 

skyline of this view. It is predicted that there will be a slight adverse affect to 

the view as the potential development will extend built elements into an open 

area of high land above the A438.Site 6 is in the centre of the view and this 

will make the potential development more noticeable. If the development is 

sited below and beyond the rising ground of Site 6 and closer to the existing 

woodland on the east boundary, leaving the north facing slopes undeveloped, 

the visual impact is predicted to be slightly adverse.  

  

 VIEW C: View southeast from the footpath at Garford Farm (Figure 3.0). 

The village of Tarrington lies in the middle distance below the higher ground 

of the valley slopes and beyond the hamlet of Yarkhill. Much of the village is 

set within woodland and trees. Site 6 extends westwards and can be seen 

within the middle of the view. It is predicted that the rooflines will not break 

the skyline of this view. It is predicted that there may be a slight adverse 

affect to the view as the potential development will extend built elements into 

an open area of high land to the west of the village. If the development is 

sited below and beyond the rising ground of Site 6 and closer to the existing 

woodland on the east boundary, leaving the north facing slopes undeveloped, 

the visual impact is predicted to be negligible.  

  

 VIEW D: View southeast from alongside Sparchell Cottage (Figure 3.0). 

Site 6 can be clearly viewed in the middle distance. The road tends to draw 

the eye towards the fields beyond the A438 and Site 6. It is predicted that the 

rooflines will not break the skyline. The intervening vegetation will also offset 

the view of the predicted development if the development is located in the 

southeast area of the site. It is predicted that there may be a slight adverse 

affect to the view as there is an introduction of built elements in the middle of 

the view.  

  

 VIEW E: View northeast from PROW TR10 (Figure 3.0).   

The site is located in the centre of the view and is partly obscured by the 

conifers along the Tarrington Court Boundary. The site field and the setting of 

the Brook House listed buildings can be glimpsed through the trees. It is 

considered that this is good vantage point from which to view the old orchard 

field (Site 6) and the edge of the main area of the village with its listed 

buildings. If the potential development is constructed across the whole of Site 

6 then it is predicted that there will be adverse affect on the view. The degree 

of effect will be dependent upon the form and density of development. By 
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locating the development towards the eastern part of Site 6 –behind the 

Tarrington Court boundary vegetation as seen within this view- the visual 

impact would be lessened and a visual link will be maintained to enable the 

listed buildings to be viewed in their surroundings.  

  

     VIEWS IN PROXIMITY TO SITE 6.  

 Closer views towards Site 6 are obtained from Church View to the east and 

oblique southwesterly views are obtained from Brook House. Walkers using 

PROW TR3 will also be adversely affected. Easterly views of the potential 

development will also be obtained from The Vine and its garden. There is a 

risk of the potential development breaking the skyline within some of the 

closer views-particularly within southerly views from the footpath. Figure 4.0 

illustrates a predicted roofline height on a sketch cross section. With careful 

design the development can be kept to an appropriate height so as not to 

break the skyline and cause further adverse visual impact.  

  

5.0  POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT  

  

 The landscape and visual appraisal has identified that potential development 

on the southeast area of Site 6 –extending from School Lane in the south to 

some 70m northwards below the crest of land in the centre of the site-will 

cause the least visual impact within the views considered. The area for 

potential development is indicated on the preliminary landscape and visual 

analysis sketch on Figure 2.0. Should development be considered within this 

area subsequent impact on PROW TR3 and the setting of the Listed 

Buildings at Brook House will be minimised.  

 Figure 4.0 illustrates, in sketch form, a cross section through the site and a 

preliminary concept proposal. The cross section indicates how the rooflines 

are below the immediate skyline and will be below the tops of the trees along 

the Tarrington Court boundary. The preliminary concept proposal illustrates 

how the site could be developed including landscape treatment and 

mitigation.  

 Throughout the village dwellings are located in plots of land with outhouses 

and garages and the whole village is set within established woodland, 

copses, remnant orchards and planted gardens. The potential development 

design should reflect this existing character in order that the new 

development can be easily be assimilated within the overall village fabric both 

physically and visually.  

 A developable area of approximately 4200sqm is considered appropriate for 

visual and landscape reasons. The preliminary concept proposals illustrated 

on Figure 4.0 comprises four detached family residences with a proportion of 

the site allocated for affordable homes. It is beyond the remit of this appraisal 

to address definitive development density, form and massing however Figure 

4.0 illustrates an indication of how the area could be developed using a 

landscape-based approach.  

 Appropriate density and the form of the development will need to be based 

on a balanced approach that considers access/circulation requirements, 

traffic implications, prevailing ecology, treatment of overhead power lines, 

protection of existing woodland and hedgerows, retention of PROW TR3 and 
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landscape mitigation for screening/containing views and maintaining the local 

landscape character.  

    

6.0  APPENDIX  

  

FIGURES  

Figures can be found in a separate A3 document   

  

  


